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SUBJECT: ROK PRESS CALLS FOR STRENGTHENING OF DEFENSE TREATY 

REF: SEOUL 3508 

1. WHILE TAKING HEART FROM SECRETARY SCHLESINGER'S 
REMARK THAT US WOULD REACT FIRMLY TO NORTH KOREAN ATTACK 
(REFTEL), ROK PRESS HAS ALSO GIVEN EXPRESSION TO 
UNDERLYING UNEASINESS OVER FACT THAT ROK-US MUTUAL 
DEFENSE TREATY DOES NOT CONTAIN NATO-STYLE CLAUSE 
REQUIRING AUTOMATIC US INTERVENTION. GOVERNMENT 

SEOUL SHINMUN IN MAY 20 EDITORIAL ON SCHT ESTNGER 
COMMENTS, SAID "WHAT WE TRULY WORRY ABOUT IS WHETHER THE 
US WILL REALLY SUPPORT US" IN EVENT OF ALL-OUT NORTH 
KOREAN ATTACK. PAPER CLAIMED THAT NORTH KOREAN 
TREATIES WITH PRC AND USSR GUARANTEE PROMPT AND FULL 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE AND SAID ROK-US PACT SHOULD BE 
REVISED TO MAKE IT STRONGER THAN THESE. SEMI-OFFICIAL 
KYONGHYANG SHINMUN MADE SIMILAR POINT MAY 22, SAYING 
THAT ROK-US TREATY IS WEAKER THAN NATO PACT AND 
INSUFFICIENT TO CONFRONT NORTH KOREAN DEFENSE 
ARRANGEMENTS EFFECTIVELY. 

2. CONCERN FELT BY PRESS IS THAT USG STATEMENTS OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 03670 230850Z 

ITS INTENTION TO ABIDE BY TREATY DO NOT INCLDE ANY REAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


ASSURANCE THAT CONGRESS WILL SUPPORT US PARTICIPATION 
IN A NEW KOREAN WAR. TONGA ILBO, FOR EXAMPLE, NOTED 
THAT "THERE IS NO GUARANTEE THAT THE ADMINISTRATION'S 
READINESS TO INTERVENE IN A WAR ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA 
WILL NOT MEET CONGRESSIONAL OBJECTION. IN OTHER WORDS, 
US PARTICIPATION CAN BE TURNED DOWN BY CONGRESS." 

TONGA SAW SCHLESINGER REMARKS AS INDICATION 
ADMINISTRATION WOULD ATTEMPT TO DESTROYNORTH'S 
MILITARY CAPABILITY BEFORE EXPIRATION OF TIME LIMIT 
IMPOSED BY WAR POWERS ACT. NONETHELESS, TONGA 
CONCLUDED, ROKG SHOULD SPARE NO EFFORT TO FURTHER 
STRENGTHEN ITS DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITIES TOWARD THE 
US CONGRESS. 

SNEIDER 
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